
 
Adelaide Bee Sanctuary 

 

website: www.adelaidebeesanctuary.com.au/ 

facebook: www.facebook.com/adelaidebeesanctuary 

instagram: www.instagram.com/adelaidebeesanctuary/ 

<  SUMMARY + STATISTICS  > 

Location: Metro suburbs of Adelaide, South Australia 

Current number of hives Approximately 50 

Year established 2015 but Sandra has been beekeeping since 2012. 

Helping hands | How many people do you employ / how much time does it take 

(including both paid and voluntary labour) Sandra works alone at this point. 

Production | What do you produce (or make / provide) and in what quantities? 

Sponsors receive 4kg of honey in thanks for their support. 

Transport and reach | Where do you sell? And where do people travel from (or contact 

your from to connect with your project / group? Honey and honeycomb sales are made 

through word of mouth and Community/Garden Centres with people contacting Sandra 

primarily though email and social media. 



<  THE PROJECT  > 

The Adelaide Bee Sanctuary’s motto is ‘let’s make Adelaide a sanctuary for bees’ and they are 

absolutely doing just that! By bringing bees into the urban realm, in gardens and onto 

rooftops, communities form an awareness of the wider ecology and the role we have to play. 

The Adelaide Bee Sanctuary joins the best practices in beekeeping and provides local and 

ethically sourced honey and honeycomb. They also offer individuals and organisations the 

opportunity to sponsor beehives.  

Sandra has been a sideliner beekeeper for 8 years and has always been fascinated by bees and 

any insect. She began beekeeping for therapeutic reasons, explaining how beekeeping requires 

a certain mindfulness and awareness and is often a reflection of your state of mind and being. 

Sandra describes how the bees speak to her in some ways, “…they have been there for me 

when I have been happy, grieving, lost and confused.  I believe that they listen to me and 

respond to me in kind. I think this’ relationship’ resonates with me because I am a nurse as 

well.” 

Purpose + Vision 

The primary purpose of the Adelaide Bee Sanctuary is their objective to raise awareness of the 

important role of bees to our food security and eco-system. They aim to promote the 

cohabitation of people and bees in the urban environment and work to demonstrate the best 

practices in beekeeping, underpinned by a bee-centric approach. These goals and services 

were driven by the vision to support a greener and more sustainable Adelaide city.   

Learnings | What key learnings would you share with people beginning a similar 

venture? 

▪ It’s not JUST about the yummy honey. It is about connecting with one another. One of 
the greatest issues we as a society face is loneliness and the anxieties and depression 
that comes from this. Bees and beekeeping in the urban environment becomes a 
conduit…connecting people to one another. 

▪ Being a steward of bees is therapeutic 

▪ Building trust takes time. 20% of my work is working with the bees, the other 80% 
revolves around ensuring that connection between myself and the sponsor. 
Beekeeping in the urban environment requires this. One needs to connect to dispel 
any fears or concerns people may have about having a beehive nearby.  

▪ Working with Councils is getting easier. Now that I have been working with Councils 
for about 4 years the conversations about risk management are becoming easier. I also 
recognise that Councils are doing some amazing things in terms of supporting our 
local pollinating insects, not only bees. 

▪ Get celebrity chefs on board. 

▪ One size does not fit all 

▪ Opportunities are limited to one’s imagination! 



▪ In terms of money, it is important to think outside the box. This year has been 
particularly difficult for bees and as a result there has not been much honey to 
sell…what else can I do to support Adelaide Bee Sanctuary…I started painting bee rocks 
which subsequently were bought by parents for their kids birthday parties. 

Challenges | What challenges do you / have you come across? 

▪ Being ‘on call’ 24/7  

▪ Physically demanding work 

▪ Solo and sideliner beekeeper 

▪ Selling raw, local honey/honeycomb was also a challenge, but is managed by selling 
honey face-to face and not in a retail store. Here Sandra can communicate to buyers 
why ‘REAL’ honey looks very different to what is often sold in supermarkets. 

▪ At capacity with swarm collection 

▪ Bees = livestock = biosecurity and theft concerns 

<  IMAGE GALLERY  > 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Case Study information collected by the South Australia Urban Food Network. 

Visit: www.saurbanfood.org to find out more! 

 

http://www.saurbanfood.org/

